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Answer ALL questions. Write your answers in the spaces provided. 

Question 1: Buddhist Beliefs 

1 	 (a) 	 Outline three of the paramitas. 
(3) 

(b) Explain two ways in which the Buddha’s enlightenment is important. 
(4)
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(c) Explain two Buddhist beliefs about tanha. 

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority. 
(5)
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In this question, 3 of the marks awarded will be for your spelling, 
punctuation and grammar and your use of specialist terminology. 

	 *(d) 	 “It is easy for a Buddhist to live by the principles of sila.” 

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. 

In your response you should: 
• refer to Buddhist teachings 
• reach a justified conclusion. 

(15)
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(Total for Question 1 = 27 marks)
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Question 2: Crime and Punishment 

2 	 (a) 	 Outline three Buddhist teachings about capital punishment. 
(3) 

(b) Explain two Buddhist teachings about good actions. 
(4)
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(c) Explain two Buddhist beliefs about the aims of punishment. 

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority. 
(5)
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(d) “Buddhist groups should work to end crime.” 

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. 

In your response you should: 
• refer to Buddhist teachings 
• reach a justified conclusion. 

(12)
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(Total for Question 2 = 24 marks)
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Question 3: Living the Buddhist Life 

3 	 (a) 	 Outline three ways Lama Tsong Khapa Day may be celebrated. 
(3) 

(b) Explain two reasons gompas are important for Buddhists. 
(4)
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(c) Explain two reasons why metta bhavana is important for Buddhists. 

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority. 
(5)
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In this question, 3 of the marks awarded will be for your spelling, 
punctuation and grammar and your use of specialist terminology. 

	 *(d) 	 “Greater understanding is gained by chanting.” 

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. 

In your response you should: 
• refer to Buddhist teachings 
• reach a justified conclusion. 

(15)
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(Total for Question 3 = 27 marks)
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Question 4: Peace and Conflict 

4 	 (a) 	 Outline three Buddhist teachings about war. 
(3) 

(b) Explain two reasons why peace is important for Buddhists. 
(4)
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(c) Explain two reasons some Buddhists might support passive resistance. 

In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom and authority. 
(5)
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(d) “There is no such thing as a Just War.” 

Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. 

In your response you should: 
• refer to Buddhist teachings 
• refer to relevant ethical arguments 
• reach a justified conclusion. 

(12)
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(Total for Question 4 = 24 marks) 

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 102 MARKS
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